THE  FRENCH  REQUEST  FOR  AN  ARMISTICE       IIQ
Angers, the seat of the Polish Government in exile, then went
to Tours when the French Government established itself there,
and has since been with it in Bordeaux. It is thought that
through Ambassador Biddle and through the French Embassy
in Washington the United States Government has been able
to send Foreign Minister Baudouin intimations of the concern
felt in American official circles over a possible surrender of the
French fleet to Germany, this being a matter which affects the
relative naval strength of the United States. It appears that
today the French Foreign Minister has let Washington know
that American apprehensions on this score are unnecessary in
view of the personal assurances already given privately by
various members of the French Government, himself included.
The United States House of Representatives adopts the reso-
lution passed yesterday by the Senate against changes in title
of European possessions in the Western Hemisphere. A bill is
also introduced to increase the nation's naval strength by 70
percent and provide a navy adequate to defend both its coasts
and all its possessions. President Roosevelt at his press confer-
ence indicates that a scheme of compulsory government service
for all young men and women is being studied. In two neigh-
boring countries plans for military conscription are making
progress. The Canadian Government today introduces a bill
for immediate conscription for home service of able-bodied
males up to 45 years, only exempting those needed for vital
industries. The Mexican Cabinet approves a compulsory mili-
tary training law affecting all males between 18 and 45 years.